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2 Compare and Contrast Organizer
A compare and contrast organizer is used for comparing two things, two people, two ideas, two topics, or two 
events.  

Instructions:
To begin, have students construct the similarities and difference between two things.  In the middle connecting 
circles, they write qualities that are similar or common to these two things.  In the outer circles, write qualities 
that are unique or important to the large circles. Symbols, pictures or quotes may also be added.

The following questions help organize compare and contrast ideas.

What are the similarities and differences between these two people, places, events, or topics?

• What are the common qualities of these two?

• What are the unique qualities of each of them?

• What are the most important ideas to compare and contrast about these two things?
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STuDENT SAMPLE

Government 
should be 

formed for the 
protection of 
those rights

Lived during 
the Glorious 
Revolution 
(post Civil 

War)

Two Treatises  
of Government 

– State of 
nature: humans 

had certain 
inalienable 

rights

Each began 
with the state 

of nature 
before human 

existence

Leviathan, 1651
Supports the state’s 
claim to absolute 

authority over 
subjects

English 
Political 
Thinkers

Lived prior to 
the English 
Civil War

Influenced by 
the English 
Revolution 
(Civil War)

John 
Locke

Thomas 
Hobbes

State of War
Humans guided 
by animalistic 

ideals and ruthless 
struggle for self-

preservation

COMPARE AND CONTRAST ORgANIzER


